Independence Constitution of Sierra Leone
CHAPTER 1

CITIZENSHIP

1) EverY person Who, “.“‘S,“g been bom in the former Colony or Protectorate of Sierra
l:&‘“" was OﬂB the mzc::d day oz'h:upnl. 1961, a citizen of the United Kingdom and
onies or @ Britis person become a citi )
%ﬁm of April, 1961 S . LoOME oo Cho ety
ided that & person shall not become acitizen of Sierra Leone by virtue of this subsection i

either of bis parents nor any of his grandparents was born in the former Colony or Pmtecmg
of Siesra Loone-

(1) Exery person who, having been born outside the former Colony and Protectorate of Sierre
Lzcoe, was on the twenty-sixth day of April, 1961, a citizen of the United Kingdom and
(olonies or 2 Bn_qxh pmtegted person shall, if his father becomes or would but for his death
jave become a citizen of Sierre Leone in accordance with the provisions of subsection (1) of
{lis section, become a citizen of Sierra Leone on the twenty-seventh day of April, 1961.

1—(1) Any person who, but for the proviso to subscction (1) of section 1 of this Constitution,
would be a citizen of Sierra Leone by virtue of that subsection shall be entitled, upon making
yplication before the twenty-seventh day of April, 1963, in such manner as may be prescribed,
s be registered as a citizen of Sierra Leone:

Provided that a person who has not attained the age of twenty-one years (other than @ woman
whois or has been married) may not make an application under this subsection himself but an

wplication may be made on his behalf by his parent ot guardian.

) Any woman who on the twenty-sixth day of April, 1961, was a citizen of the United
Kingdom and Colories or a British protected person and who is of has been maricd 10 2
Krson—

() who becomes a citizen of Sierra Leone by virtue

“ - .
(b) w ing di \wenty-seventh day of April 1961, would, but for his
) 9 iotng WAL VO CRIC by virtue of that section,

death, have become a citizen of Siem Leone :
%all be entitled, upon making application :n suchmanner as may be prescribed, to be registered

“acitizen of Sierra Leone. $ -
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provisions of subsections (2), (3) and (4) of this section shall be withgy , .
fli)::u‘fvisiomofsection 1 of this Constitution. %‘
Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, a person who has atg;

f:)enty-alc ymdug wh{) is a woman who is or has been mamed shall not, if pe i:b:;-‘.'ﬂ
of some country other than Sierra Leone, be entitled to be registered 38 8 Citizey X iz
Leone under the provisions of this section unless he renounces his °“lzfnship of 'MS."‘
country, takes the oath of allegiance and makes and registers such declaration of his illcq%
conceming residence or employment as may be prescribed: o

vided that where a person cannot renounce his citi;cnship of the other coun
l:: of that country he rﬁt; instead make such declaration concerning that C‘ﬁunuzh;:?&
be prescribed. May
3.—(1) Any person who on the twenty-sixth day of April 1961, was a citizen of yp, Uniteg
Kingdom and Colonies— o
(a) having become such a citizen under the British Nationality Act, 1948, by Virtue
his having been naturalized in the former Colony or Protectorate of Sierrs fa
as British subject before that Act came into force; or _
(b) having become such a citizen by virtue of his having been naturalized OF Tegistersy
in the former Colony or Protectorate of Sierra Leone under that Act,

shall be entitled, upon making application before the tvge.nty-sevet_uh day of April 1963, in
such manner as may be prescribed, to be registered as acmzcansmuonc:

Provided that a person who has not attained the age of tWenty-one years (other than a wopygg
who is or has been married) may not make an application under this subsection himsclf by z
application may be made on his behalf by his parent or guardian.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsection (1) of this section, a person who has
attained the age of twenty-one years or who is a woman who is or has been married shall oy, if
he is a citizen of some country other than Sierra Leone, be entitled to be registered as a citizen
of Sierra Leone under the provisions of that subsection unless he renounces his citizenship of
that other country, takes the ath of allegiance and makes and registers such declaration of his
intentions concerning residence or employment as may be prescribed:

Provided that where a person cannot renounce his citizenship of the other country under the
law of that country he may instead make such declaration concerning that citizenship as may
be prescribed.

4. Every person bom in Sicrra Leone after the twenty-sixth day of April, 1961, shall become
citizen of Sierra Leone at the date of his birth:

Provided that a person shall not become a citizen of Sierra Leone by virtue of this section if
at the time of his birth—
(a) neither of his parents was a citizen of Sierra Leone and his father possessed sack
immunity from suit and legal process as is accorded to an envoy of a forcign
s?vercign power accredited to Sierra Leone; or

(b) his father was an enemy alien and the birth occurred in aplaocthcn““d“
occupation by the enemy.

5- A person bom outside Sierra Leone after the twenty-sixth day of April, 1961, shall beca®

a citizen of Sierra Leone at the date of his birth if at that date his father is a citizen of Sie™
Leone otherwise than by virtwe of this section or subsection (2) of section 1 of this Constituto™

8—(1) Any person who, upon his attainment of the age of twenty-one ycars, was a citzen !

Siaraleoneandalsoacitizcnofsomecoun oth i shall cease to B¢ ¥
citizen of Sierra Leone upon his attainment of ;)L el oo il of 4

need bis

as may be prescribed:
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Y bed.
S
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(3 (a) has attained the age of twenty-one years before
1961 and

(b) becomesd citizen of Sierra Leone on that da
| of this Constitution; and

(¢) 18 immediatcly after that date also a citizen of some country other than Si
lerra

p of the other country under the
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the twenty-seventh day of April,

¥ by virtue of the provisions of section
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s may be pnsmbed:

provided that where a person cannot renounce his citizenship of the other country under

w of that country he may instead make such declaration concerning that ciﬁzﬂﬁp as n:;
be prescribed-

7.1) Every person who under this Constitution or any Act of Parliament is a citizen of
Siera Leone or under any enactment for the time being in force in any country to which this
wction applies is a citizen of that country shall, by virtue of that citizenship, have the status of
1 Commonwealth citizen.

(2) Every person who is a British subject without citizenship under the British Nationality Act,
1048, or who continues to be a British subject under section 2 of that Act shall by virtue of that
sutas have the status of a Commonwealth citizen.

(3) Save as may be otherwise provided by Parliament, the countrics to which this section
applies are the United Kingdom and Colonies, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the Union
of South Africa, India, Pakistan, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Ceylon, Ghana,
the Federation of Malaya, the Federation of Nigeria, the Republic of Cyprus and the State of
Singapore.

£—(1) A Commonwealth citizen who is not a citizen of Siemra Leong, or a citizen of the
Regublic of Treland who is not a citizen of Sierra Leone, shall not be guilty of an offence
against any law in force in Sierra Leone by reason of anything done or omitted in any part of
the Commonwealth other than Sierra Leone or in the Republic of Ireland or in any foreign
country unless—

(a) the act or omission would be an offence if he were an alien; and

() in the case of an act or omission in any part of the Com!nonw_ulth or in the
Republic of Ireland, it would be an offence if the country in which the act was

done or the omission made were a foreign country.
2)In this section ‘foreign country’ means a country {other than the Republic of Ireland) that
* 20t part of the Commonwealth.

”P'ﬂ.i
ament may make provision—
() for the acquisition of citizenship of Sierra Leone by ms who do not become
5 ;ilizens of Sierra Leone by virtue oc;fsq!e pmmnm this g}rgg ST
or deprivi is citizenshi jerra ] t
Sierra u‘:):‘ego?;e‘::i; than bypvinuc of subsection (1) of section 1 or section 4 of

this Constitution; or oy R
i (€) for the renunciation by any person of his citizenship of Sierra Leoné.
e s Chapter— tizon, a British protected person

‘alien’ means a person who is not 2 Commonywealth ci
or 1 citizen of the Republic of Ireland:



‘British protected person’ means a person who is a British protected perg,,
purposes of the British Nationality Act, 1948, for g,
‘prescribed’ means by or under any Act of Parliament.

(2) For the purpose of this Chapter, a person born aboard a registered ship or aircraft, o

an unregistered ship or aircraft of the government of any country, shall be decmeq ‘:botu
been bom in the place in whichtheshiporaimraﬂwasregmmdor.asthecasemybe,
that country. I

(3) Any reference in this Chapter to the national status of the father of 2 PErson at the i,
that person’s birth shall, in relation (0 a person born after the death of his father, be congypey
as a reference to the national status of the father at the time of the father's death; zng

that death occurred before the twenty-seventh day of April, 1961, and the birth occurreg afte
the twenty-sixth day of April, 1961, the national status that the father would have had if he pyy
died on the twenty-seventh day of April, 1961, shall be deemed to be his national statys 5 the
time of his death.



