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 STATELESSNESS NEWSLETTER 

TOWARDS SOLUTIONS 

 
Sihle Collen Nxumalo. Self Portrait 

Great news for Sihle Collen Nxumalo, who finally received documents confirming his South 
African nationality.  Until then, Sihle lived a stateless life.  Following an interview on Morning 
Live, the Leanne Manas Show, Sihle’s case was  successfully processed by the Department 
of Home Affairs. He can now access services, fully enjoy his rights and resume his education. 
Sihle intends to study law and help others in a similar situation. 

 

IN BRIEF  

 

 

 

▪  

 

▪ In addition to Sihle, 37 persons obtained confirmation of their nationality in the region.  

▪ 20, 000 people, previously undocumented, have been issued with birth certificates in 

the Republic of Congo, 1, 000 in the month of June alone. 

▪ Since January, nearly 8,000 stateless persons, or at risk thereof, have received legal 

services through law clinics in Madagascar, Mozambique and South Africa. 

▪ Botswana has registered 4 new statelessness pledges to GRF. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=aXoZ1zQfdfw
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Awareness and Advocacy 
 

 
Community Outreach and Exhibition Market Day © LHR South Africa 

 

Mozambique 
 
On 18 June in celebration of the World Refugee Day, UNHCR in partnership with Catholic 

University held a public lecture  in Pemba, in Cabo Delgado Province,  on UNHCR’s protection 

mandate and took the opportunity to  introduce their  mobile legal clinic project aimed at 

reducing statelessness among the displaced populations in Cabo Delgado Province.  Key 

government officials including the provincial governor and administrator were invited to the 

event. 

 

South Africa 

 

On 27 May, LHR hosted a virtual book launch of a children’s book on childhood statelessness: 

“The Girl Who Lost Her Country”. The book, which was translated into isiZulu,  is an important 

advocacy and educational resource. 

 

From 16 June to 20 July, LHR and Jesuit Refugee Services are  running an advocacy 

campaign titled “This is Home” which documents the lives of inspiring young people in South 

Africa who are stateless or at risk of becoming stateless. The aim of the campaign is to raise 

awareness on the issues faced by migrant children in securing documentation and citizenship 

in South Africa. The campaign will further highlight the impact on these children of the 

indefinite suspension of citizenship and permanent residence services at the Department of 

Home Affairs. Their only hope of a durable solution is documentation through either 

naturalisation, due to birth on the territory or long term residence.   

 

On 1 June, LHR conducted community outreach at Bona Lesedi Disability Center - a 

community based organisation providing services to the Diepsloot township community in 
 

https://fb.watch/5ZN5GtPx0G/
http://kids.worldsstateless.org/zulu
https://www.lhr.org.za/lhr-news/world-refugee-day-statement-this-is-home-stories-of-belonging-and-citizenship/
https://bonalesedi.org.za/
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Soweto. The outreach was targeted at undocumented mothers and undocumented children 

with disabilities who cannot access fundamental services such as medical care, disability 

grants, or school due to their lack of documentation. The mothers were informed of their right 

to have their children’s birth registered regardless of documentation status, as well as 

procedures to follow in the application process.  

 

On 5 June, LHR conducted community outreach at an exhibition market day co-hosted by the 

Department of Justice and Constitutional Development, Islamic Relief and the Women 

Refugees Empowerment Project. LHR distributed advocacy materials and engaged with 

community members on statelessness in South Africa.  

 

Despite a constitutional provision which guarantees the right to basic education, access to 

education remains a great challenge for undocumented learners in South Africa. In the 

months of May and June, LHR engaged in several initiatives aimed at highlighting these 

challenges and raising awareness.  On 13 May, LHR issued a joint media statement with civil 

society organisations and the Department of Basic Education (DBE), which highlights DBE’s 

commitment to facilitate the access of all to the right to basic education. In the statement, the 

DBE issued clear instructions to schools stressing that “no child should be left sitting at home”. 

However, a week later, following xenophobic statements about undocumented children in 

South Africa, made by the Director General of the Department of Basic education, LHR 

partnered with Legal Resources Centre on 21 May to issue a joint media statement 

denouncing the xenophobic remarks and the negative sentiments perpetuated by such 

remarks. This intervention was followed up by workshops on access to education attended 

by for DBE officials. The workshops were co-hosted by LHR and Save the Children (South 

Africa) on 4 and 11 June.   

 

Namibia 

 

On 24 April , LHR was interviewed by the Saturday Star on the human rights consequences 

of the Namibian government’s refusal to issue travel documents to Namibian twin babies born 

to a surrogate mother in South Africa. The twins were issued with a birth certificate by the 

Department of Home Affairs, but to issue a travel document, the Namibian Government 

requires genetic proof of paternity. According to LHR, this requirement not only violates the 

children’s constitutional right to nationality but also creates a risk of statelessness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/LRCSouthAfrica/status/1392829018702028804
https://twitter.com/LRCSouthAfrica/status/1395744588648824835
https://www.iol.co.za/saturday-star/news/joy-over-birth-of-twin-daughters-marred-by-travel-permit-debacle-41be997e-772a-4d89-9a05-d2fe4681e231
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Capacity Building 
 

 
Training materials on display ©LHR 

 

South Africa 
 

On 12 and 13 April, Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) and Citizens Justice Network, co-hosted 

a workshop with community based paralegal journalists on Reporting on Statelessness in 

South Africa. The workshop aimed to orientate journalists on the concept, causes and 

consequences of statelessness in South Africa, and to empower them to use media and 

communication platforms to raise awareness on statelessness. 

 

On 26 March, Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) hosted a workshop on statelessness for five 

Community Advice Offices who are partners in the South African Network on Statelessness 

(“SANS”).The training, which took place in the Tshwane Region, was attended by a 

representative from each advice office. Its objective was to capacitate paralegals working at 

grassroots level to provide legal assistance to persons affected by statelessness. 

 
On 26 May, LHR hosted a workshop on statelessness for 34 social workers across South 

Africa under the auspices of the National Interagency Working Group on Unaccompanied and 

Separated Migrant Children. The purpose of the training was to capacitate social workers to 

determine pathways to documentation for undocumented migrant children living in South 

Africa.  

 

https://citizenjusticenetwork.org/
https://web.facebook.com/SANS2020
https://web.facebook.com/SANS2020
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Accession to Statelessness Conventions 
 

Botswana 
 
On 21 May, Botswana registered on the Global refugee Platform (GRF) platform a pledge to 

accede to the 1961 UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.  

Legislative and policy reform 
 

 
Parliament meeting on the draft nationality law © Focus Development  

 

Botswana 
 
In May, Botswana officially committed to reviewing relevant statutes to enable a conducive 

platform to address statelessness  

 
Namibia 
 
In the month of April, Namibia issued a Cabinet Decision to naturalise all undocumented 

and stateless individuals who came to Namibia between 1977 to 1990. This is the second 

Cabinet Decision issued on naturalisation of  this group, the first having been issued in 2010 

covering individuals who came to Namibia between 1930 to 1977. The 2 policies allow for 

the confirmation of citizenship and issuance of nationality documentation for undocumented 

and stateless individuals. 

 

On 27 and 28 May, the Government of Namibia convened a Steering Committee meeting 

with all stakeholders to validate the National Action Plan to end statelessness in Namibia. 

The meeting resulted in the refining of 4 key actions including accession to the 1954 and 1961 

statelessness conventions; review and amendment of the national legal framework; conduct 

of a qualitative and quantitative study on statelessness; and the naturalisation and 

documentation of stateless populations in Namibia. 
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Zambia 
 
During the second quarter UNHCR attended a multi-stakeholder meeting on the draft 

Refugee Policy which also includes a statelessness component related to civil 

documentation. In attendance were officials from different sectors of government such as 

Office of the Commissioner for Refugees, Zambia Police, Department of Immigration, Ministry 

of Education and Ministry of Health. The next steps to push the Refugee Policy forward 

include provincial consultations. 

 
Botswana 
 
On 18 April, the government  issued a new policy on citizenship formalities for holders of dual 

nationality by removing administrative measures relating to the issuance of identity cards and 

passports (Obang). The policy confirms that all born in Botswana before 30 December 1982 

to be citizens by birth and should not be required to renounce any foreign citizenship. 

 
Madagascar 

 

Focus Development Association (FDA) intensified efforts towards the adoption of a new 

Malagasy Nationality Code. They advocated with the Ministry of Justice on its importance. 

They also shared their expertise with the Parliament, notably they participated in the 

National Assembly’s Task Force, in a working meeting of the Legal Commission aimed at 

debating the bill and in the plenary session of the National Assembly on the examination of 

the bill. They also drafted brochures on the bill, and actively sensitised the public, through 

interventions on TV, and on Radio.  The National Assembly has officially announced that 

the bill will be examined at the 2nd Ordinary Parliamentary Session scheduled for October 

 
Birth registration and Identity documentation 
 

 
Awareness Campaign ©UNHCR/Banga 

 

https://news.thevoicebw.com/2021/06/govt-finally-accepts-batswana-of-angolan-descent/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=3021487254842250&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=gVyDCwjifXQ
https://www.facebook.com/tooj.tantely/videos/1446865592333535
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Botswana 
 
In May, Botswana registered on the GRF platform a pledge to issue secure identification 

documents to all citizens and non-citizens. 

 

Republic of Congo 
 
The republic of Congo continues to carry out an awareness campaign on birth registration 

and the prevention of statelessness. The second phase of the campaign commenced in April 

and continued throughout the month of May in various districts of Brazzaville. A total of 9,000 

households were sensitized in May alone. It should be recalled that this second phase of the 

awareness campaign is being conducted by 20 community relays, 10 of whom are women 

and 10 men who have been trained for this activity. The activity will continue until 30 June 

and should cover 30,000 households. To date, 18,000 households have already been 

sensitized since the beginning of this second phase. 

 

South Africa 
 
On 22 March, LHR issued an op-ed on birth registration in South Africa as part of their rolling 

universal birth registration advocacy drive, which commenced last quarter, calling on 

donations to the organisation’s Global Giving birth registration campaign to ensure that all 

children in South Africa can enjoy their right to civil registration. The op-ed recalls the 

importance of birth registration and highlights the barriers to universal birth registration in 

South Africa. 

 

On 3 April, LHR was interviewed by The Cape Argus on the right to birth registration of migrant 

children. LHR underscored the constitutional right to a name and a nationality. They also 

highlighted the implementation of birth registration policies which result in many children 

being unregistered.  

 

On 16 April, LHR and the Consortium for Refugees and Migrants South Africa (CoRMSA) 

attended a meeting with the Department of Home Affairs facilitated by the South African 

Human Rights Commission. LHR made representations on the increased risk of 

statelessness due to interrupted access to birth registration services and the indefinite closure 

of citizenship and permanent residence services for migrants, brought about by the pandemic. 

The Department of Home Affairs took note of the representation and extended an invitation 

to engage further on the issues related to civic and immigration services. 

 

In June, the National Interagency Working Group (NIWAG) issued a media statement 

highlighting the gaps in the protection of children in south Africa, such as the failure to access 

birth registration due to stringent DNA requirements. The statement calls on state actors to 

ensure that children are not denied access to fundamental socio-economic rights such as 

school, health and social assistance due to lack of documentation and particularly in the 

context of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

Zambia 
 

On 29 April, UNHCR met with UNICEF to discuss issues related to birth registration. In light 

of the coalition to end childhood statelessness, the two agencies agreed to collaborate 

towards the eradication of statelessness. UNICEF committed to ensuring that the current 

national action plan on civil registration, scheduled to run from 2021-2025 incorporates 

persons of concern to UNHCR, including stateless persons. 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-03-22-human-rights-in-jeopardy-some-sa-born-frees-are-still-denied-their-right-to-birth-registration/
https://www.lhr.org.za/lhr-news/press-statement-lhr-launches-universal-birth-registration-drive/
https://www.iol.co.za/weekend-argus/news/government-policy-is-failing-refugees-2a3ad4a5-f47c-4a01-bf46-96dc3ae5bd9e
https://www.lhr.org.za/lhr-news/joint-statement-child-protection-week-2021-an-urgent-need-to-reach-the-most-vulnerable-protecting-all-children-during-covid-beyond/
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Protecting stateless people 
 

 
Mobile legal clinic  in Mozambique ©Catholic University/ TG Da Ruth Natal 

 
Mozambique 
 
The Catholic University, in partnership with UNHCR provided legal services, through mobile 

legal clinics, to 7,622 internally displaced persons who are at risk of statelessness in Cabo 

Delgado province. A substantial number of internally displaced persons seeking refuge from 

northern districts of the province where armed attacks and violence forced them to flee, have 

lost birth certificates and civil identification documents during the course of displacement, or 

never had the opportunity to have identity documents in the first place. Acquiring civil 

documentation allows the displaced populations to access available services, avail social 

protection from the country including access to education, property and employment, and 

most importantly minimizes the risk of statelessness. 

 
South Africa 
 
On 14 June, LHR made submissions to the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 

migrants on the impact of Covid-19 on stateless persons or persons at risk of statelessness 

in South Africa. The submissions canvass various thematic concerns including interrupted 

access to civic services at the Department of Home Affairs during lockdown, socio-economic 

impact of the pandemic and lack of social safety nets for undocumented or stateless persons, 

threat of xenophobia, risk of detention, and lack access to health care services including 

Covid-19 testing and treatment. 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/SRMigrants/Pages/CFI-COVID.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/SRMigrants/Pages/CFI-COVID.aspx
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Data collection 
 

 
Focused group interviews with stateless persons in Madagascar ©FDA 

 
Madagascar 
The data collection phase in rural and urban areas of Madagascar is finalised, and 
data is now being analysed. 
 
Botswana 
In May, Botswana registered on the GRF platform a pledge to undertake a qualitative 
study on statelessness  
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Contact us 

 

Emmanuelle Mitte 

Senior Protection Officer 

Bureau for Southern Africa 

mitte@unhcr.org 

 

Lusungu Kanyama Phiri 

Protection Associate 

Bureau for Southern Africa 

kanyamap@unhcr.org 
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