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PUBLIC PETITION ON RECOGNITION OF THE PEMBA COMMUNITY
AS CITIZENS OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA

The Hon. Chair, the National Assembly’s Departmental Committee on
Administration and National Security has considered a petition regarding
recognition of the Pemba people of Kenya as citizens of Kenya.The Committee

~ particularly sought response on the following submissions:

1. That, the Pemba Community whose population in Kenya exceeds 5000
people are part of the 16 Swahili dialects of the traditional Swahili of

‘ Kenya whose root word Suhailya, means ‘people residing on the shore
of the ocean’; '
That, the Pemba people of Kenya are originally from the eponymous
Island in the Zanzibar archipelago and were part of the Swahili states
| from Sokorta all the way to Mozambique and Madagascar;

3. That, the Swahili states as established accorded people not only freedom
; d of movement but also equal citizenship rights to settle, farm, marry and
; | trade freely without restrictions which formed the basis of negotiations
F , f Zanzibar and the British Colonial Government;
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8. That, failure by the Government of Kenya to recog.nize the Pemba people
of Kenya as citizens continues to cause great anguish and inconvenience
to them since they are urfable to register their children at birth, they
miss out on education, health and other crucial social services and are




Act, 2011 (K ,
% State|e55( p(;:;nastasnzc:)ns 15. and 16. The registration for descendants
The KCIA, 2011 defines 'grants is provided for under Section 17 of the Act.
enforceable claim to th ‘a. State'less person as one who does not have an
in Kenya for a contin ;i C'tIZens.,mp of any recognized state and has been living
) uous period since 12*" December, 1963. It further
states that the subject shall pe deemed to have been lawfully resident and
may, on application, in the prescribed manner be eligible to be registered

as a citizen of Kenya.

Honourable Chair, the Government initiated two successful processes
geared towards eradicating statelessnass with the latest being the formation
of the National Taskforce for the Identification and Registration of Eligible
Stateless Persons as Kenya Citizens whose tenure lapsed on 215t August,
2021. The Taskforce was initially appointed through Kenya Gazette notice
number 7881/2019 on 23™ August 2019 and their tenure extended vide

Kenya Gazette notice 9772/2020 on 20" November 2020.

Honourable Chair, the members of the Pemba Community have been unable

to acquire crucial identification documents since they do not fit in the definition
of Persons Claiming Statelessness. Majority of the Pemba were born and bred
in the Pemba Island of the United Republic of Tanzania hence they are not

stateless because:
They have a claim to Tanzania Citizenship

i.
They have not been “continuously living in the Republic of Kenya

ii.
since 12t December, 1963".
Currently, there is no law governing registration of
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until 30" August, 2021.

Thank you, Honourable Chair. : Q’
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FRED MATIANG'I, PhD, EGH
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