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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC
OF UGANDA. |947-

'CHAPTER 1.

Tue RepusLiCc OF UGANDA.

1. (1) This Constitution is the supreme law of Uganda.

(2), Subject to the provisions of article 3, if any other
law < inconsistent with this Constitution, this Constitution
shall prevail and the other law shall, to the extent of the
inconsiste ey, be void.

2. (i iJganda shall be a Republic and shall be known
as the Re;- "lic of Uganda. -

(2) The Republic of Uganda shall consist of all those
areas which are more particularly delineated in Schedule 1
to this Constitution.

3. (1) Subject to the provisions of this article, Parliament
may alter any of the provisions of this Constitution.

(2) Sut- <ct to the provisions -of clause (3) of this
article, a bill for an Act of Parliament under this article shall
not be pass 1 ' the National Assembly unless it has been
supported u1 ... second and third readings by the votes of a

majority of all the members of the National Assembly.

(3) A bill for an Act of Parliament under this article,
so far as it provides for an alteration to any provision of
Chapter I, 11 or III or article 30, 31, 39, 48, 58, 80, 83, 84 (2),
85 or 9N of this Constitution or any provision of Schedule 1
or 2 to tius Constitution shall not be passed in the National
Assembly unless it has been supported on the second and
third readings by the votes of not less than two-thirds of all
the elected members of the National Assembly.

(4) The President shall not signify his assent to a bill
for an Act of Parliament under this article unless that bill
is accompanied by the certificate of the Speaker signed by
him certifying that that bill has been supported in the National
Assembly as required by this article and that certificate shall
be conclusive evidence of the facts so certified.

(5) In this article, references to any of the provisions
of this Constitution include references to any law, or any
instrument made under a law, that amends, modifies, re-enacts
with or without amendment or modification or makes different
provision in lieu of that provision.
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CHAPTER II.

CITIZENSHIP.

Citizens

Ugands 4. (1) The following persons shall be citizens of Uganda,

thet - 1o say,

(a) every person who on the commencement of this
Constitution is a citizen of Uganda;

(b) every person born in Uganda after the commence-
ment of this Constitution one of whose parents
or grandparents is or was a citizen of Uganda;

(¢} every person born outside Uganda after the com-
mencement of this Constitutivn one of whose
parents or grandparent: 15 or was a citizen of
Uganda, provided that his father was a citizen
of Uganda otherwise than by virtue of this
paragraph, at the time of that person’s birth or,
in case of the father’s death before that person’s
birth, at the time of the father’s death;

(d) every person lawfully registered as a citizen of

Uganda after the commencement of this Con-
stitution.

(2) Any person being a minor whose fathee uquires
citizenship by virtue of the provisions of paragraph (d) of
clause (1) of this article after the coming into force of this
Constitution, shall by virtue of that acquisition be a citizen of

Uganda.

(3) The provisions of the immediately receding
clause shall apply to any person being a mise¢ who at the
coming into force of this Constitutioo 15 a person whose

father acquired citizenship of Ugand: by registration under
the law then w force.

(4) The following persons, if not citizens of Uganda,
shall be entitled to be registered as citizens of Uganda upon

making application in such manner as may be prescribed by
Parliament, that is to say,

(@) any wor:ar who is or at any time has been married
to a ctiizen of Uganda,

(b) any woman who was at any time married to a
person who but for his death before 9th

October, 1962, would have become a citizen
of Uganda on that date .

(5) For the purposes of this Chapter, a person born
aboard a registered ship or aircraft or aboard an unregistered
ship or aircraft of any country, shall be deemed to have been
born in the place in which the ship or aircraft was registered
or, as the case may be, in that countr;

5. (1) Parliament may make provision for the acquisition
of citizenship of Uganda by persons who are not eligible or
v b are no longer eligible to become citizens of Uganda under
the provisions of this Chapter.

(2) Parliamcnt may make provision for depriving of
his citizenship of Ugandu any person who is a citizen of
Uganda otherwise than by virtue of his birth.

(3) Parliament may make provision for the renunci-
ation by any person of his citizenship of Uganda.

6. (1) Any person who, upon the attainment of the age
of twenty-one years, is a citizen of Uganda and also a citizen
of some country other than Uganda shall, subject to clause (5)
of this article, cease to be a citizen of Uganda upsn sttaining the
age of twenty-two years unless he has renounced his citizenship
of that other country, taken the oath of allegiance and, in the
case of a person born outside Ugainds, made and registered
such declaration of his intentions concerning residence as
may be prescribed by Parliament.

(2) A citizen of Uganda shall cease to be such a

citizen if,

v having attained the age of twenty-one years, he
acquires th¢ citizenship " :me other country
other than Uganda by vol niary act, other than
marriage; or

(b) having attained the age of twenty-one years, he
otherwise acquires the citizenship of some other
country other than Uganda and has not, within
one year of acquiring that citizenship, renounced
that citizenship, taken the oath of allegiance and
made and registered such declaration of his

intentions concerning residence as may be pre-
scribed by Parliament.

(3) A person who,

(a) becomes a citizen of Uganda by registration under
aviicle 45 and
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(b) is immediately after the day upon which he becomes
a citizen of Uganda also a citizen of some other
country, ‘
snail subject to clause (5) of this article, cease to be a citizen
of 17Tganda at the expiration of three months after that day
unless he has renounced the citizenship of that other country,
taken the oath of allegiance, and made and registered such
declaration of his intentions. concerning residence as may be
prescribed by Parliament.

(4) For the purposes of this article, where, under the
law of a country, other than Uganda, a person cannot renounce
his citizenship of that other country, he need not make such
renunciation but he may instead be required to make such
declaration concerning that citizenship as may be prescribed
by Parliament. é

(5) Provision may be made by or under an Act of
Parliament for extending tI - period in which any person may
make a renunciation of citizenship, take an oath or make or
register a declaration for the purposes of this article, and if
such provision is made that person shall cease to he a citizen
of Uganda only if at the expiration of the extended period he
has not then made the renunciation, taken the oath or made
or registered the declaration, as the case may be.

7. Parliament may make provision for according pre-
ferential treatment to citizens of a Commonwealth country
or of any other country which is a member of any international
organization of which Uganda is a member or with which
Uganda 1s in association, on a reciprocal basis.

CHAPTER IIL

ProTrcTiON OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND
FreEepoMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL.

8. (1) Every person in Uganda shall enjoy cgnal protec-
tion of the law of Uganda. )

(2) Every person in Uganda shall enjoy the funda-
mental rights and freed f the individual, that is to say,
the right to each and a” following, namely,

(@) life, liberty, v of the person and the

protection of tihc .aw;

(b) freedom of conscience, of expression and of

assembly and association; and

(¢) protection for the privacy of his home and other
property and from deprivation of property
without compensation.

~ (3) No citizen of Uganda shall enjoy any special
- privilege, status or title by virtue of his birth, descent or
, heredity.

() No law _whatsoever shall confer any special
privilege, status or title upon any citizen of Uganda on the
ground of his birth, descent or heredity.

(3) In the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms
referred to in clause (2) of this article, no person shall prejudice
the rights and freedoms of others or the public interest.

| - (6) The provisions of this article shall have effect
subject to the limitations contained in this Chapter.

9% 1) No person shall be deprived of his life inten-
tionally save in execution of the sentence of 2 court in respect

of a criminal offence under the law of Uganda of which he
has been convicted.

- (2) Without prejudice to any liability for a contraven-
' tion of any other law with respect to the use of force in such
| cases as are hereinafter mentioned, a person shall not be
| regarded as having been deprived of his life in contravention
| of this article if he dies as the result of the use of force to

| such extent as is reasonably justifiable in the circumstances
of the case,

(a) for the defence of any person from violence or for
| the defence of property;

i
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| (b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the
escape of a person lawfully detained:
| (¢) for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insurrection
! or mutiny;
| 7} In order to prevent the commission by that person
W of a criminal offence,

or i he dic  as the result of a lawful act of war.,
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‘ (@) i ution of the sen' e or order of a court,
| whether established tor Uganda or some othes
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